
6.12.07 - Rodriguez commemorates 63rd anniversary of Big Bend National Park

  (Washington, D.C.) - Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) has introduced a resolution to
honor the founding of Big Bend National Park, established 63 years ago today on June 12,
1944.   

    

  &quot;Big Bend National Park exemplifies true leadership of the National Parks Service and
'The Father of Big Bend National Park' Everett Ewing Townsend who 63 years ago had the
vision to set aside and preserve this unspoiled landscape,&quot; said Congressman Rodriguez.
&quot;I am proud to represent Big Bend region and will continue my work to protect and
preserve this national treasure.  Today, I recognize Big Bend National Park on its 63rd
anniversary and thank the National Park Service for preserving this region for future
generations.&quot;   

  

  Big Bend National Park represents one of the last pristine swaths of desert and mountain
terrain in the American southwest, and is enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of visitors each
year.  June 12, 2007 marks the 63rd anniversary of the establishment of Big Bend National
Park, also known as &quot;Texas' Gift to the Nation.&quot;  The approximately 800,000 acres
of land that encompasses much of the Chisos Mountains, American Chihuahuan Desert and the
dramatic bend in the Rio Grande, was purchased by the State of Texas and in turn donated to
the Federal government.  Today, over 300,000 visitors a year enjoy Big Bend National Park and
the beautiful biologically diverse landscape that drives a major tourism economy in District 23 in
West Texas.   
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